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Plum Park in Kameido  Flowering Plum Tree (after
(1857) by Hiroshige Hiroshige) (1887) by Vincent

Van Gogh
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Taitung’s historic Japanese village: Step into Taiwan’s colonial past

Daily Life Between 1895 and 1945, Japan built modern facilities in Taiwan,

such as hospitals and schools. They also brought Japanese culture
_: to Taiwan, which mixed with the local indigenous and Minnan

cultures to create a unique Taiwanese identity.

- =1 The Japanese people lived simply. They slept on tatami mats, and
they used a warm table when the winter came. They ate rice and
drank miso soup as their staple meal. They also ate ramen, as well
as fish which was cut into pieces without being cooked.

The Japanese wore kimonos every day. The kimono is a traditional
Japanese dress. The sleeves are wide and long, the material is

heavy, and putting it on is complicated.

B uilding The houses in the settlement are classic examples of Japanese

colonial architecture. They are built of wood, which was the main

i building material of houses in Japan at the time.
The Japanese houses are different sizes, and were occupied

® by people of different ranks. The officials with the most powerful

.| ranks lived in the biggest houses, and others lived in smaller

houses.

12




Some of the typical features of the houses include the
omote mon, which is the gate at the front of the house; the drain
pipe, which can discharge the rain from the eaves; and the lattice
window, which was built with vertical wood and increases personal

privacy.

History The Japanese settlement of Taitung began in 1895 when Imperial

China ceded Taiwan to Japan.
A For the next fifty years, Taitung was home to Japanese people who
{ served the colony as principals, employees, and teachers. Taitung

was an important source of rice and sugar for Japan during the

colonial era.

The main buildings at the time were dormitories for teachers and
workers and their families from Japan.
At the end of the second world war, when the Japanese ceded
Taiwan to the Republic of China, the Japanese people left Taiwan,

abandoning the buildings.

The site In 2007, the Taitung City government began a major restoration

today project to preserve the houses from the Japanese colonial era in

Taitung City. They have carefully restored six houses and have
plans to fix another one.

| Visitors can see the Baoting Art and Cultural center at Zhongshan
Rd., or they can book a tour at Taitung Takaracho Arts Center
which is at No. 182, Zhongshan Road. It is closed on Mondays.

There is a parking lot near the tourist center. The bus station is

right next to the tourist center.
At the site, you can see some houses that used to be old

dormitories for Japanese officials. Now, it has been changed into

an art center. Many art exhibitions and activities are held here.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EvRsowBVhps
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